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The word “catalogue” comes from the Greek “kata” meaning “according to” and “logos” meaning “order” or “reason”, thus translating the word literally as “according to order or reason.”  Although catalogues since the beginning of their evolution have always been arranged according to some order or reason, the exact details of that order or reason has changed over the course of history.  This paper will briefly overview the history of the most important cataloguing codes that have shaped the way we do cataloguing today and the people who helped influence or develop these codes. 

The Beginnings


The very earliest catalogues from ancient Mesopotamia were written on the walls and catalogues have come a long way over the centuries. They have taken many forms such as on clay tablets, papyrus scrolls, and books, and have evolved over the years from painstakingly written entries, to machine produced card formats, to microfiche, and finally to online and web based catalogues.  Although creating and maintaining catalogues for libraries in present day isn’t nearly as labor intensive as it used to be it is still a crucial and vital element of the continued existence of libraries and their purpose.  Without catalogues, libraries would just be a large collection of materials with almost no way to find what you were looking for.  

In the 3rd century BC, Callimachus created the first known catalogue, the Pinakes, which recorded the collection of the ancient library at Alexandria.  Pinakes literally translates to “lists”, and this catalogue is said to have been comprised of 120 biographical surveys of authors whose works were held in the library.


In 1674, Thomas Hyde developed the first ever English-language catalogue for the Bodleian Library at Oxford.

Single Author Code: The First Age of Cataloguing
Antonio Panizzi – The Father of Modern Cataloguing: 1797-1879


Sir Antonio Genesio Maria Panizzi was a librarian who had been politically exiled from Italy.  He worked for the British Museum as Keeper of the Department of Printed Books where in the late 1830s he was ordered to prepare a new edition of the already existing book catalog that was in a state of disarray.  It was overcrowded, out of order, and had no room for new entries.  Panizzi was asked to cut up the catalog entries, arrange them alphabetically, and then give them to the printer to copy from for the new edition.  However, the catalog that Panizzi produced in 1841 was very different than what the library establishment was expecting. 

He claimed that everyone had “a right to find those editions and works so well distinguished from each other that (one) may get exactly the particular one” and  "A reader may know the work he requires; he cannot be expected to know all the peculiarities of different editions; and this information he has a right to expect from the catalogues."  In other words, each particular edition had a separate, detailed, and complete catalog entry and all of the editions of a particular work were arranged next to each other.  His catalogue also presented all of the works by a particular author together. The significance is that the catalogue was no longer just a list of the books owned but rather a tool to locate a particular book.  This may not seem so radical to us now, but for the times, it was unheard of. 

The Rules for the Compilation of the Catalogue, also known as Panizzi’s “Ninety-one rules”, that he and his assistants used as a guide to develop this new catalog, are the first major cataloging codes ever developed and have gone on to influence and shape the cataloging codes of the 19th and 20th centuries.

Charles Coffin Jewett: 1816-1868 


Charles Jewett was a professor of modern languages and became librarian for the Smithsonian in 1848. There he developed a code to organize the catalog.  Jewett’s code, originally published in 1852, was comprised of thirty-three rules that were based in large part on Panizzi’s rules.  He believed that a union catalogue for public libraries across the United States was needed and that a national library was needed to spearhead that effort.  This idea was revolutionary in that if successful it would drastically reduce the workload of catalogers by reducing the need for as much original cataloguing.  However his wish never came to fruition and he was asked to resign as the idea for a union catalogue was not in line with the Smithsonian’s views as to the institution’s purpose.  In 1854, Jewett went on to purchase and organize the books for the, then new, Boston Public Library.  Jewett died unexpectedly in 1858.

Charles Ammi Cutter: 1837-1903


Cutter’s Rules for a Printed Dictionary Catalogue first appeared in 1876 as part of a larger publication by the U.S. Bureau of Education.  It consisted of an exhaustive 369 rules that covered a wide range of topics such as filing, subject heading, and descriptive cataloging.  This code became the springboard for later dictionary catalogues that are the most prevalent form for libraries in the United States.  The three main objectives of Cutter’s code were 1) to help a person to find a book when the author, title, or subject is known, 2) to show what a library owns by a particular author, on a subject, or in a type of literature, and 3) to display the edition and character of a book.

Jointly Developed Cataloging Codes: The Second Age of Cataloguing

1901


This was a pivotal year in the history of cataloguing.  In this year, the Library of Congress began distributing uniform, printed catalogue cards, thus fulfilling Jewett’s vision of a union catalogue. Prior to this point every library did its own cataloguing, but now it was possible to have a national cataloguing standard that would allow local, regional, national and other union catalogues, thus drastically reducing the time and cost required to produce and maintain a catalogue for a collection.

Anglo-American Code – 1908


This was the first American and British code developed conjointly by the two countries.  There was however disagreement on some of the details so the code was actually published in two editions to reflect these differences.  This code reflected influences from previous codes by Cutter, Jewett, and others, but was tailored more towards large academic and research libraries.

Vatican Code - 1931


These rules that were based loosely on Cutter’s rules were used to compile a catalog of the printed books in the Vatican Library after its reorganization in the 1920s.  This code was the most comprehensive code at the time and even though it wasn’t organized for a U.S. library, the American influence exhibited by the catalogers is evident.

ALA Draft – 1941

Under the American Library Association, a revised version of the AA Code of 1908 was produced however it was without the cooperation of the Library Association of Great Britain as World War II disrupted these plans.  This code was considerably larger and more elaborate than the original code.  ALA felt that there was a greater demand for centralization and cooperative cataloging, and having explicitly stated guidelines were a means to that end.  This code contained two parts: the first covering entry and headings and the second covering description.


1949


The first part of the 1941 ALA draft was released in this year and included the rules for entry and heading.  Library of Congress released its Rules for Descriptive Cataloguing, which ALA accepted as a substitute for the second half of their original draft which was not well received by the library community.  Together the ALA 1949 and LC 1949 codes served as the standard until the release, in 1967, of the first version of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules.

Seymour Lubetzky: 1898-2003


Seymour Lubetzky was a major cataloguing theorist and worked for the Library of Congress for many years of his career.  Lubetzky was critical of the ALA 1949 codes, in his Cataloging Rules and Principles, saying it was unnecessarily confusing and long and that there were too many overlapping or duplicate rules.  In 1956 he was appointed editor of the new ALA code revision but resigned from that position in 1962.  In Lubetzky’s Code of Cataloging Rules, Author and Title Entry: An Unfinished Draft, he set forth a statement of objectives with specific rules developed from those basic objectives.  This was in contrast with the highly complicated ALA 1949 code.

1961

The International Conference on Cataloguing Principles was held in Paris, with representation from twelve international organizations and fifty-three countries.  The “Paris Principles” that resulted from this conference, drew heavily from Lubetzky’s work.  This conference was a huge landmark in the effort towards an international cataloguing standard.

AACR (1967)


The Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, known as AACR or AACR1, were the product of a joint effort by the American Library Association, the Library of Congress, the Library Association (Britain), and the Canadian Library Association.  It was developed with the Paris Principles in mind and addressed rules for both entry and description.  AACR is used internationally and has undergone many revisions but remains the basis for even today’s standard cataloging codes.

Modern Codes: The Third Age of Cataloging
ISBD


International Standard Bibliographic Description (ISBD), is a set of rules first published in 1971 by the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) as a set of recommendations that there be a standard for the form and content of bibliographic description.  It assigned an order to the elements of description and set a system of punctuation for description of each of the elements.  The original purpose for these rules was to save space for each entry on catalog cards but continue to serve its purpose to save space electronically or in a screen display.

MARC


MAchine Readable Cataloging, or MARC, was created in the late 1960s to automate the creation of the physical catalogue cards. MARC has evolved over time and is still currently used in online catalogues across the U.S.  The AACR rules are used in conjunction with this communication protocol to enable bibliographic records to be exchanged and used.  In other words, MARC is essentially the container for the AACR rules to be conveyed in.

AACR2 (1978)


In 1978, the “second” edition of AACR, known as AACR2, was produced.  AACR had actually undergone several additions and revisions, but was the first complete overhaul of AACR1.  Many of the changes incorporated in this edition were due to the development of the ISBD standards and the evolution of MARC.  The revision was needed so that the code could facilitate rather than hinder the efforts to promote international exchange of bibliographic records as well as to address the need for clearer bibliographic records for non-book materials in the catalogue.  AACR2 has since undergone more revisions but is still the current code used in cataloguing across the U.S.

The Future: The Fourth Age of Cataloging

FRBR


Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records, or FRBR, is a new code that is separate from AACR2 and ISBD, and is more user friendly by using a holistic approach to information retrieval in the catalog.  It uses a relational schema.  The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) describes the basic components: 


The entities defined as work (a distinct intellectual or artistic creation) and expression (the intellectual or artistic realization of a work) reflect intellectual or artistic content. The entities defined as manifestation (the physical embodiment of an expression of a work) and item (a single exemplar of a manifestation), on the other hand, reflect physical form. (IFLA, 1998)

The development of this new code is seen as being much more user friendly, and indeed it is since users will no longer have to search through several different independent bibliographic records with different editions.  FRBR is generating buzz and appears to be the next big thing in cataloguing but is currently only being used on an experimental basis.

 AACR3 or RDA


The third edition of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, AACR3, is set to be published in 2007.  However, after discussion in the library community, it was decided to rename this code Resource Description and Access, or RDA, to better reflect the adoption of the concepts behind FRBR and ISBD, and the shift towards metadata friendly uses.  The developers of this code have emphasized that it is different enough from AACR2 to warrant a new name however it will still be compatible with AACR2.

Dublin Core and Cataloguing the Web


Dublin core is a metadata element set that is being used to describe content found online to make it easier to find. This code has a set of 15 elements used to describe each resource.  The benefit of this type of code is that it can be used to describe an electronic document such as a web page.  Codes such as AACR2 are not easily compatible with online content.  Many see the development of Dublin Core as a potential tool to be able to organize or catalogue the vast amount of content available online.  


As is evident from this brief survey cataloguing has enjoyed a long and distinguished career.  If the recent trends are any indication it will continue to flourish as a crucial aspect of librarianship in the 21st century.  Granted it will be quite different from what was envisioned by Panizzi and his contemporaries, but it will still function under the same basic principle of being a tool to help users locate the information they need.  We don’t know how far cataloguing will evolve in the future, but one thing is certain, it will be an exciting time to be in the field and it will leave it’s own mark on the history of cataloguing.
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